A PATRIOT SPEAKS UP 


Patri^ifpartfT:^ 2 '^ 1970 ^ **«* DeP ^> the Minuteaea and the 

rat.iotic Part>, Suooq Defore oucge Collinson in Feae--=i Ourt vanes* p,-..,. «• 

S y». it prison. JhfoKSts V 5 =• 
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of ohe trial. He oia not know the date it was to be held, 
loornoo it tS'mSt SrSg?“Jh°( 
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, ,. Ee f.'' 000 ' belore the eudge the following morning. After preliminary s + at=nen J -s 

behalf ^ ^ ^ «*• ^Pugh if he wished to'saTli^ ^ ^"own 

oehai, before the sentencing. -Mr. SePugh answerea* "Yes, Your Bb-or." VThile he%ooV- 
there was a hush in the room su-h ■*->© , . \ 12x16 r * e s po^<= 

leaned forward in rapt attention^ hear eve_4 word. T^rs°weP ITtnl^ eyes^/thf 6 

SjS»S^ 8 1. strong EtM mea - Even th “ r ° f «» °pp° : 

The following is what Bob said to the Court: 

h c naoi i win _enuion some things that may weigh against me. 

caaol-Je^ year f.° ld - For the first tcxty-v* years of my life I was a 

ccsupieneiy law aoiding citizen. 

When I worked for others, I gave an honest day’s work for ^aeh dav’s t>av Wh^n 
otner men worked for me, I^gave an honest day’s. pay for each day- work! I^riefto 
■ f°.°? - 4UEbi;na J a s°od father ana a good neighbor. I have been given houc^a™ 

s«?isi.2imTBSSg*s.rs;”oS°;s i ° ssifStS^ScSs^ 

. ?T en todSy ’ those who know me best will confirm that few D=~-t>l= set for ‘v-ppIi-pp 
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financial ana psychology cal —r = >, _, r . .1 w ,eG - esour ces . 
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Now , 1 our non or « , ^ > o^' zh ® cf - V ip ei «o _ *.■ , 

and found guilty. At'this point «is ni doubt traditional^ thf^^erTo Ser 

seme expression of repentance, but in all »incer-+v T - P i 

Wnr _ t . . " . 5 . ~ * 1_ -_ncer^ z;y 5 1 c<=nnou cc so. To mase matters 

- , c=nnoi,, m goou conscience, give the court the slightest assurance tha 4 - T 

will ever change my ways. 6 ^ - 

"h “ ay te of t li : tle pPortance but I would like to say this: I have never 
broker, the law wantonly. I hev= nev=r dco.= amtwnr *--p T ^ 

or anything that actually hult V^lc^n. ^ § ^ Was morslly won S 

Of course, the government’s nos~* ti on v© -v = i - ... 

decide for himself which laws he thinks are right and which w^^ 

^!° Ve T ent that h£S £Ver eXiEt£d h£S told itE sazne thtngl'At fi'tl 

impress.cn this seems reasonable enough. Its usually not too difficult lo^bey th'e 

1 *. -n xact, .ts yeiy easy-easy that is for those who have no ’great convictions'. 

Such a man will attend to his own affairs. Ee will ’keen pis n~se clean' Ee 
. will stay out of trouble. He will obey the law. ‘ ' 


(over) 


'They obeyed the law. Your Honor, and stood aside while Jesus was nailed to the 


"They obeyed the law. Your Honor, while their fsllcwmen were sold into slavery, 
and pocketed their share of the profit. 

They obeyed the law. Your Honor, and turned their _J swish neighbors in so they could 
be legally and lawfully transported to the gas chambers . 

In Cuba today, it is the most law abiding wife who turns her husband in to the 
police for an insulting remark about Castro. 

"In North Vietnam today it is the law abiding citizen who takes part in the public 
execution of American prisoners of war. 

"But for the can who has strong beliefs regarding the basic principles of right and 
wrong, the patn is non always so clear--and he has few precedents to guide him. 


The government would naturally argue that ther^e is a great difference between our 
laws and uhe laws of Nazi German or Horth Vietnam. . . and every government nr esc cut or 
in the Soviet union will say the same thing. 

It is ironic perhaps, that in this nation of all nations, in a nation born of revo- 
lution than the man of strong principle faces problems that are most complex. Has the 
prisoner oefere you now committed any crime that was not committed by John Hancock, Ben- 
jamin Franklin, Thomas Jefierscn, Ceasar Rodney and all the other American patriots who 
signed the Declaration of Independence? Did they too not break the law? Did they too not 
became fugitives from justice? 

"What would have happened to these men if the Colonies had lost the Revolutionary War 
There ^ would he no Constitution; there would be no Congress and the laws I am accused of 
breaking would not even exist. 

^"Naturally, the government will say, ’That’s all well and good but now we have our 
Constitution and Congress and laws and they must all be obeyed. But must they really? 
Are^we a people so vain as to think we have achieved perfection? Are we a nation so ego- 
tistical as to think the future cannot improve upon the past? 

_ The best of all we have zoday--of What we call Western Civilization was given us by 
men who Droke the law. Think of C-alileo sitting in prison for teaching that the earth re- 
volves around the sun. Lister, Harvey and many other physicians broke the laws of their 
day to conduct the medical research for which we are now so thankful. Every person who 
is ever oitten by a rabid animal can thank his lucky stars that Louis Pasteur broke the 
law flagrantly while doing the research that makes the Pasteur treatment possible. 

I - is in uhe field oi law itself uhau laws have most often been broken. The Magna 
Carta was not given to uhe people of England as the gratuity of a generous monarch. It 
was fought for by men who broke the law to create better laws. How many heads rolled 
from the guillotine to bring a new set of laws to France? The laws of this nation and 
every other nation are written in blood. 


Of all my family — grandparents, parents, wife, brothe 
cousins, nephews and nieces, I am the only one that has eve 
Criminal behaviour does not run in our familv. If I am a c 
special kind. My family knows me well, anc of them all. I 
be proud to suanc here in my place and accent the sentence 
shoulders. 


r, children, aunts, uncles, 
r been convicted of a felony 
riminal I must be of a very 
know of none that would not 
of this court upon their 


If I had been tried as a revolutionary, then I would have nled guiltv for such be- 
havior does run in our family. Mary months before the Battle of Lexington and Concord 
one of ny ancestors was executed by the British for revolutionary activitv. 

Yes, he broke the law— but if he had not broken the law, this Court would not sit 

t oaay . 


i-w is sa^d Oj. one revolutionary, tnst while ne still eights he is never shown 
mercy; if he wins he is seldom thanked and if he loses he is never forgiven. I do not 
£sk for thanks , forgiveness or mercy. 

_ 7 .vou^c appreciate justice. Buz if i am not given justice, then I will accent 

injustice, and x will fasnion even than into a weapon to continue the fight for principle, 
for pride, for honor. I will never give urn.” 



